
Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Executive Panel on  

Sustainable Development Goals 

Geospatial World Forum 
Hyderabad/India, 23 January 2017 

Stefan Schweinfest 
Director, 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

Outline of the presentation 

 

• The United Nations Sustainable 

Development Agenda 2030 

 

• Defining the Indicators 

 

• The Geospatial Dimension 
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2030 Global Development Agenda 
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2030 Agenda: 17 SDGs and 169 Targets 
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IAEG-SDGs: Global Indicators 
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2030 Agenda: Goals, Targets, Indicators 

17 
SDGs 

169 Targets 

230 global indicators 
to follow-up and review 

progress 

Implementation via national 
planning processes, policies, 
strategies and frameworks 

Measuring and monitoring: Statistics, 
geospatial information, Earth 

observations and other Big Data 
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Statistics Geospatial 

2030 Agenda: Requires Integration of 

Information Systems 

Other data Observations 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.udask.eu/remote-sensing-ag/&ei=Qu_AVJkLxOdSpbqCwAQ&bvm=bv.83829542,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFVWm-1Oaife_rtN2OmHR6a0oG86A&ust=1422016686042533
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Working Group Tasks 

• Review and enhance the agreed global indicators through a 

‘geographic location’ lens. 

• Identify existing geospatial data gaps, methodological and 

measurement issues to augment and improve the production process 

of statistical data. 

• Communicate and visualize the geographic dimensions and context of 

the indicators 

• Provide granularity and disaggregation of the indicators. 

 

“Geospatial information and Earth observations provide enabling 

methodologies and processes for disaggregation, strengthening 

national statistical data and the global indicators through the 

power of location” 

 

IAEG-SDGs              Working Group on Geospatial Information 
Inter-agency Expert Group on SDG Indicators                                                    Disaggregation by Geographic Location 
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Statistics Geospatial information 

Disaggregation by geographic location 



Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

SOCIAL 
Society 
Poverty 
Education 
Health 
Population 
Employment 
Water 
Sanitation 
Equality 
Gender 
Governance 

ECONOMIC 
Well-being 
Cities 
Water 
Energy 
Infrastructure 
Industry 
Sanitation 
Economy 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
Water 
Seas/oceans 
Land use/cover 
Ecosystems 
Forests 
Agriculture 
Climate 
Biodiversity 
Natural hazards 
Pollution 

High quality, timely 

and reliable data 

Geodetic 
Elevation 
Water/Ocean 
Land use/cover 
Transport 
Cadastre 
Population 
Infrastructure 
Settlements 
Admin. Bdys. 
Imagery 
Geology/soils 
Observations 
etc. 
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Target 11.7: By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and 

accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for women and children, 

older persons and persons with disabilities  
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THANK YOU! 
 

 

schweinfest@un.org 

http://unstats.un.org 
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