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AI dominated the agenda in Davos 

 
“Artificial Intelligence is no longer a Silicon Valley pipe dream; 

it’s a real and actionable asset for our industry.” 
  



Orienting business towards scalable innovations 

Transformative 
Partnerships 

Competitive 
Open Data 
Initiatives 
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Finding where people live 
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… to connect them 

Naivasha, Kenya Naivasha, Kenya population density 



SpaceNet: open-data initiative for image analysis 

Inspired by 
ImageNet, 

enable 
innovation in 

machine learning 
for geospatial 

data 



SpaceNet: two-fold approach 

Open Data 
Very high 
resolution 

satellite imagery 
+ labeled training 

data 

Competitions 
Public  

challenges 
against remote 
sensing analysis 

problems 



SpaceNet: initial data set 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
50cm WV-2 mosaic 

8-band MSI 
1,900 km2 

220,594 building 
footprints (252 km2) 

Extracting 
building footprints 

3-week period 
42 developers 
242 solutions 

5 winners 
$35,000 award 



SpaceNet: upcoming public data releases 

More Satellite Imagery 

Imagery for Additional Cities 

Las Vegas, 
Nevada 

Khartoum, 
Sudan 

Shanghai, 
China 

Imagery: 30cm WV-3 imagery + 8-band MSI  
Building Footprints: 300,000+ 

Point of Interest Data 

Potential Points of Interest Such As 

Utility 
Locations 

Agriculture 
Fields 

Infrastructure 
Development 

Provided for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 



SpaceNet: data available today 

 
https://aws.amazon.com/public-data-sets/spacenet/ 
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