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• Government department created in 1862

• Registers the ownership of property in England 

& Wales alongside a variety of other property 

information

Land Registry 

information

• Provides state backed guarantee of title 

ownership 

• Over 24 million titles in the register

• 5 million property transactions per year



• Traditionally offered statutory Land Registration 
services only

• Open Access to individual titles only since 1990

• Increased focus on data provision

• Corporate vision is now ‘To be recognised as a world 

Land Registry 

• Corporate vision is now ‘To be recognised as a world 
leader in the digital delivery of world registration 
services and in the management and reuse of land and 
property data’

• Working to support economic growth and data 
transparency

• Working to use digital technologies to enhance 
performance and support cities and regions in 
ambitious improvement initiatives 
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Open Data – the Global perspective

• Open Government Partnership (OGP)

– Over 60 nations

• G8 Open Data Charter

– ‘The foundation for access to, and the release and 
re-use of data from governments’

– Open Data by default

• National Implementation Plans



Open Data – the UK perspective

• Open Data White Paper ‘Unleashing the 

Potential’ – June 2012

• Public Data Group
– HMLR, OS, Companies House, Met Office– HMLR, OS, Companies House, Met Office

• Independent Review of Public Sector Information

– The Shakespeare Review

• Commitment to a National Information Infrastructure

• Alignment to key government agendas –

Transparency & Economic Growth
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Example of external use 

This is a simple but effective borough-by-borough
cartogram of the median house price in London. The map
appears on the London Data Store



Use of INSPIRE

The data has proved to be fit for purpose for a  

number of external uses:

• INSPIRE Index Polygons, 
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Supporting Smart City Initiatives  

- Becoming more data centric

- Moving away from statutory registration system 

- Releasing data to transport schemes 

- Focusing on the citizen (members of the 

public)

- Developing a Property Page for every 

addressable property in England and Wales 

- Open to Ideas – we can do/want to do more 
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Key challenges

• Data Identification

• Customer Insight

• Infrastructure

• Governance and 

• Fraud

• Privacy

• Licensing (including 3rd

party intellectual rights)

Policies

• Data Format/Quality

• Capability

• Investment

• Culture

• Public Awareness

• Benefit Measurement

• Sustainable Finance
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